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Newsletter to inform and share the progress of
diverse projects that advance the sustainability
of the U.S. Caribbean fisheries.

JANUARY-MARCH 2026
Vol. 2 No. 1

As increasingly frequent and intense Institute (GCFI) to develop the
extreme environmental events alter project funded under the NOAA -
marine ecosystems and fisheries, the IRA to the CFMC. This effort is led
need to identify robust adaptive by Bob Glazer and Alejandro
management strategies that support Acosta and brings together a

the sustainability and resilience of multidisciplinary team of experts
species and fisheries has become in modeling, socioeconomics,
urgent. To better understand these and marine biology,

impacts and inform effective complemented by traditional
management planning, the ecological knowledge to
Caribbean Fishery Management strengthen the project’s scientific
Council (CFMC) is collaborating with foundation and management
the Gulf and Caribbean Fisheries relevance.

Within this context, anticipating
changing conditions—by
identifying plausible future
scenarios—is a prerequisite for
implementing effective and
"Adapting to a Changing Environment in JEEISEI QYR Tyl N g ET Tl Tal
the U.S. Caribbean: Implementing a For example, one scenario may
Climate Smart Approach to Ensure involve extreme future
Sustainable Red Hind and climatological conditions (e.g.,
Lobster Fishing" elevated ocean temperatures,

CARIBBEAN FISHERY MANAGEMENT COUNCIL WWW.CARIBEEANFMC.COM PAGE 1

CFMC TAKES ACTION
CFMC TOMA ACCION

CFMC toma accion

Consejo de Administracion Pesquera del Caribe

ENERO-MARZO 2026
Vol. 2 No. 1

Ante la creciente frecuencia e intensidad
de eventos extremos que alteran los
ecosistemas marinos y las pesquerias, se
hace urgente la necesidad de identificar
estrategias de gestion robustas y
adaptativas que apoyen la sostenibilidad
y la resiliencia de dichas especies y
pesquerias. Para comprender mejor
estos impactos y contribuir a la
planificacion eficaz de la ordenacion
pesquera, el Consejo de Administracion
Pesquera del Caribe (CFMC, en inglés)
estd colaborando con el Instituto de
Pesquerias del Golfo y del Caribe

“Adaptdndose a un ambiente cambiante
en el Caribe estadounidense:
Implementacién de un enfoque climdtico

del mero cabrilla y la langosta espinosa”

CARIBBEAN FISHERY MANAGEMENT COUNCIL WWW.CARIBEEANFMC.COM

inteligente que asegure la pesca sostenible

Boletin para informar y compartir los avances de
distintos proyectos que formentan la sostenibilidad
de las pesquerias en el Caribe Estadounidense.

(GCFI, en inglés) en el
desarrollo de un proyecto
financiado por la iniciativa
NOAA - IRA al CFMC. Este
esfuerzo, liderado por Bob
Glazer y Alejandro Acosta,
redne a un equipo
multidisciplinario de expertos
en modelacién, socio-
economia y biologia marina,
que se complementa con
conocimientos ecolégicos
tradicionales de modo que
fortalece la base cientifica del
proyecto y su relevancia en la
administracién pesquera.

En este contexto, el poder
anticipar las condiciones
cambiantes —mediante la
identificacidn de escenarios
futuros probables— es un
prerrequisito hacia una gestion
eficaz y adaptativa. Por
ejemplo, un escenario podria
PAGNA 1
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The Caribbean Fishery Management Council (CFMC) newsletter contains
activity announcements, facts on various marine species, and valuable
information on fishing and the regulations that govern this activity in
federal waters around Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands.

OVERVIEW OF FISHING REGULATIONS
IN THE U.S. VIRGIN ISLANDS FEDERAL WATERS

The Caribbean Fishery Management Council (CFMC) and the National Marine
Fisheries Service are responsible for the conservation and management of
federal fishery resources in the U.S. Caribbean Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ),
which extends 3 nautical miles from the U.S. Virgin Islands (USVI) coast to the
offshore boundary of the EEZ, and 9 nautical miles from the Puerto Rico coast
to the offshore boundary of the EEZ.

The CFMC shifted from a U.5. Caribbean-wide management approach to an
island-based management approach, applicable to the three separate U.S.
Caribbean management areas: (1) St. Croix, USVI; (2) St. Thomas/St. John,
USVI; and (3) Puerto Rico with the adoption of three fishery management plans

(FMPs). Previously, the CFMC managed federal fisheries in the U.S. Caribbean
EEZ under four U.5. Caribbean-wide FMPs: the Reef Fish FMP, the Spiny
Lobster FMP, the Queen Conch FMP, and the Corals and Reef Associated
Plants and Invertebrates FMP.

Species including tunas, billfishes, and shark

Argin Islangs Trough

SEASONAL AND AREA CLOSURES ST. CROIX

CFMC UPDATES
NOTICIAS DELCFMC

SUMMARY OF COMMERCIAL AND RECREATIONAL FISHING REGULATIONS
IN FEDERAL WATERS OFF THE UNITED STATES VIRGIN ISLANDS (USVI)

management of federal fishery resources in the U.5. Caribbean Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ), which extends 3 nautical miles
from the USVI coast to the offshore boundary of the EEZ. For information on the regulations for Atlantic Highly Migratory
https://www.fisheries.no

SEASOMAL AND AREA CLOSURES ST. THOMAS

1. Red Hind Spawning Aggregation Area (Lang Bank): Closed from
December 1 through the last day of February each year, to all fishing
activities. The use of pots, traps, bottom longlines, gillnets or trammel
nets is prohibited year-round.

2. Mutton Snapper Spawning Aggregation Area: Closed from March 1
through June 30 each year, to all fishing activities. The use of pots, traps,
battom longlines, gillnets or trammel nets is prohibited year-round.

1. Hind Bank Marine Conservation District (MCD): Closed year-
round to all fishing activities. Anchoring is prohibited year-round,

2. Grammanlk Bank: Closed from February 1 through April 30
each year, to fishing activities, except for harvest of HMS
species. The use of pots, traps, bottom longlines, gillnets or
trammel nets is prohibited year-round.

Explosives, trawl nets, trammel
. Reef Fish
nets, and purse seines are

ed in federal waters.

Toxic chemi iy not be used

or possessed in a coral area,

* are prohibited for managed
s and restricted for non-

managed species.

GEAR AND METHOD RESTRICTIONS

Applicable to All Fisheries Applicable to Specific Fisheries Managed by the Caribbean Fishery Management Council

. Fish must be

® See 50 CFR 622,10 for exceptions to this rule. See 50 CFR 622.477 and 622.512 for restrictions on gillnet use.

SEASONAL CLOSURES FOR SPECIFIC SPECIES RN L8] Rt vd 81Tl RO AT B o ol S VRN )

Harvest of these fish is prohibited in federal waters around the
USVI during the dates listed below

February 1 - April 30 April 1 - June 30 >

Fork Length

Total Length

Carapace Length

Spiny Lobster :
Yellowtail Snapper
Redband parrotfish™*

October 1 - December 31
g ] ' Black
. f Snapper

Blackfin
Snapper

Tiger
Grouper

Yellowfin
Grouper

Yellowedge
Grouper®

" Vermilion
June 1 - October 31 . - Snapper
Queen Conch-h.

e tip of th e
| end of the shell,

RECREATIONAL BAG LIMITS

Allowed quantity:

Species

Midnight ‘Queen Conch - harvest
2 Parrotfish is prohibited in all

Blue

Parrotfish Goliath

Grouper

Rainbow
Parrotfish

Harvest of all corals, sea urchins,
Nassau a a cucumbers in f al
Grouper waters i prohibited.

QUEEN CONCH HARVEST LIMITS

Commercial Sector - 200 queen conch per vessel/day.
Recreational Sector - 3 queen conch per person/day, or if more than 4
persons on board vessel, 12 queen conch per vessel/day.

fin and Massau G

ind Yellowtail Snapp



SALVAPEJE: DESCENDING DEVIC

:SALVAPEJE!

APRENDE A USAR EL DESCENDING
DEVICEY CONSTRUYEELTUYO

Abierto para pescadores
comercidles y recreativos.
Habrén dispositivos de
descenso “SALVAPEJES"
gratuitos para todos los
pescadores y pescadoras .
que asistan y estén hasta el lFalta pOCO!
final del taller. Al usar esta
herramienta, ayudaras a la

supervivencia de especies 1 {- z SALVAPEJE

reglamentadas.

= NOTICIAS

DEL CFMC FEBRERO 2026

informacién sob
federales alrededo

ACTUALIZACIONES SOBRE EL
SALVAPEJE: DISPOSITIVO DE DESCENSO

NOAA Fisheries aprobd la Enmienda 2, que exige que toda embarcacion pesquera cuente con un
dispositivo de descenso (descending device) a bordo mientras esté pescando peces de arrecife.

¢Dénde aplica? Aplica en aguas Cudndo se requiere? Siempre que

federales de Puerto Rico (-200 millas se pesquen o se tengan en la El [‘Bquisito del

nduticas) y de St. Thomas/St. John y embarcacion peces de arrecife bajo Iunes 4 de mavo - f . e o i
St. Croix, USVI (3-200 millas néuticas). &l manejo del CFMC. t Y £ y 3 g ) 3 dispositivo de descenso
de 2026 & 1 ! 0| ; (descending device)-
El objetivo: Reducir la mortalidad de los peces causada por el barotrauma (dafio por . ~ . - 1 . | y conocido en Puerto Rico
cambios de presion al subir el pez rapidamente a la superficie). 4 . 0 0 P M COMmo Sﬂh}ﬂpl::]‘e—

. . .
serd efectivo a partir del
= Disponibilidad: El equipe debe estar a bordo y listo para su uso inmediato. B
Uso del = Uso selective: Solo es obligatorio cuando el pez no pueda sumergirse (e]. signos VILLA P ESQUERA DE
dispositive: de P’f“"a”ma}- )
o Objetivo: Garantizar que el ejemplar regrese al fondo de forma segura, ]_A PA RGUE RA =
aumentando su tasa de supervivencia. LAJAS. PR 1 de dbl'll dlf 2026
¥
£Es obligatorio usarlo siempre? No, pero la ley exige tenerlo a borde y listo para actuar si el pez no
puede descender por su cuenta. N .
'-'_-'l!son Santiago % 4 y .
La regulacién final que implementa la Enmienda 2 ya fue publicada Oficial de enlace de 3 - e ] Lee a continuacion, e
en el Registro Federal. El requisito del dispositivo de descenso H s - = 3

pesquerias
787-344-0956

entrara en vigor el 1 de abril de 2026. Importante: la regulacion
aplica tanto a pescadores comerciales como a recreativos.

Foter Marcas Hanke / 787 Fishing Charters

SALVAPEJE

DISPOSITIVO DE DESCENSO
Taler informathve v prictics

il =2 @

-q What is the purpose of
having a descending e

3 YouTube . ,I)
| device: —
Sherts Unwatehed Watched 9, J [ :.? = P
r‘ 2R
n: salvaje ) ;}‘ X"
Improving the

survival of reef fish Menage,,
released into federal "/~ %%, _.

L waters (Exclusive .'gf
Economic Zone) of B
the U.S. Caribbean. 5

Continue reading, e

R



NEW FISHING LIMITS FOR DOLPHINFISH:
AN EXAMPLE OF A SUCCESSFUL
COLLABORATION .

Publicaciones
caribbeanfishery

caribbeanfishery

NOTICIAS

DEL CFMC JuLlo 2025

encontrards anuncios de actividades, datos sobre distintas &
valiosa informacién sobre la pesca y las regulaciones que rigen esta act
las aguas federales alrededor de Puerto Rico y las Islas Virgenes Estadounidenses.

LOS NUEVOS LIMITES EN VIGOR PARA
LA PESCA DEL DORADO Y DEL PETO

MOAA Fisheries anuncid la norma que establece nuevas medidas de manejo
para el dorado vy el peto en aguas federales alrededor de Puerto Rico vy las Islas
Virgenes Estadounidenses, incluyendo limites de tamafo minimo para toda la
pesca (comercial y recreativa) de dorado y peto y limites de captura para la
pesca recreativa de estas especies. Las medidas son las siguientes:

LIMITES PARA LA PESCA DEL DORADO Y PETO EN
AGUAS FEDERALES DEL CARIBE ESTADOUNIDENSE

risheries

4+ 5.2 mil - Ver estadisticas Promocionar publicacion

Qe Q2 1a P00 N

== P Les gusta a crudo.seafood y otros

caribbeanfishery Te invitamos a repasar los nuevos limites para
la pesca del dorado y el peto. Visita https:/fissuu.com/
caribbeanfmc/docs/noticias_del_cfmc_julio_2025. En... r

11:38«

Publicaciones
caribbeanfishery

caribbeanfishery

CFMC
UPDAT ES JULY 2025

The Caribbean Fishery Management Council [CFMC) newsletter contains
activity annou ents, facts on various marine spec nd valuable
information on g and the regulations that govern this activity in
federal waters around Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands.

NEW LIMITS FOR FISHING FOR
DOLPHINFISH AND WAHOO

MNOAA Fisheries announced the rule establishing new management measures
for dolphinfish and wahoo in federal waters around Puerto Rico and the U.S.
Virgin Islands, including minimum size limits for all dolphinfish and wahoo
fishing (commercial and recreational) and bag limits for recreational fishing of
these species.

Here below, we include these measures.

LIMITS FOR DOLPHINFISH AND WAHOQO FISHING
IN FEDERAL WATERS OF THE U.S. CARIBBEAN

Minimurm
do

(comn

DOLPHINFISH - 24 inches
fork length

- Ver estadisticas Promocionar publicacion

L]
P Q 229w A
ux }}, Les gusta a crudo.seafood y otros

caribbeanfishery We invite you to go over the new fishing limits
for dolphinfish and wahoo. Visit https://issuu.com/caribbeanfmc/
docsfcfmc_updates_july_2025. In this isssue, Anthony... ma

&

&5  issuw.com/home/publi

@ Help Center [

Current plan: Unlimited

Noticias del C

CFMC Updates |Ju|;|l 2025

FMC | julio 2025

Aquaculture of Corals and Sea Urchins at CIRO

ﬁ Culebra Nativ

e Oyster Aquaculture Project | Mujeres de Islas




BIG FISH INITIATIVE
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50TH ANNIVERSARY VIDEO

Video is being produced to celebrate
the 50th Anniversary of the MSA and
the Regional Management Councils, to
document part of the Council’s history,
highlight the Council’ successes and
share points of view on how the
Council and fisheries’ future might look
like.

Locations: St. Thomas, St. Croix and
Puerto Rico (Fajardo & Cabo Rojo).
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.MUCHAS GRACIAS!
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Thanks to all the staff members, panel members, committee members, fishers,
liaison officers, followers, scientists, managers, local and federal agencies,
collaborators, friends, among many other persons for all the support,
information and ideas.
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